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SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASH INGTO N 



Dear Allen; 


December 7, 1955 


25X1 


JEhis note will confirm the conversation yes ter da' 
” v 


of your staff and Mr. Yager of OIR. 


between Mr. 


The Department of State believes that the rapidly developing 
situation in Laos requires an up-dating of NIE 63.3-55. As you are 
aware, evidence is increasing that large-scale hostilities mL break 
out in Laos, either at the initiative of the Royal Government after 

iliJS scheduled to be held on *ober h, or efSf iSietive 

L at an even earlier date * The Department therefore 
requires on an emergency basis the best possible estimate of the in- 

bilitv n of a DW C o? a rh lltieS p 0f th - contendin 2 forces in Laos. The possi- 
bility of DRV or Chinese Communist intervention in Laos should also be 

considered, as should the course of action that might be adopted by the 

does not C ^ Pr TT aRalysiS 0f the ^^lying situation, however, 
part valid P1 r t0 ** necessary * since NIE 63.3-55 is still in large 

0f , thG Ur f 6nCy of the department’s requirements and the 
possible special significance of December 25, I believe that, if 

possible, the required estimate should be submitted to the I\c at its 
meeting of December 20. 

Sincerely yours. 



W. Park Armstrong, Jr. 


The Honorable 

Allen W. Dulles, 

Director of Central Intelligence, 
7/ashington. 
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25X1 


Mr. Dulles: 


8 December 1955 


of f. ha A , l has been ;given a copy 

° the a «acned and ONE is working on this 
e stimate . 


AT 
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